
be passed on to the Em-
ployees Association but 
would still be financially 
subsidized by the railroad. 
The utilities, steam and 
electricity for the structure, 
would all come from the 
railroad yards, not the  
municipality. After WW I 
the Clubhouse would 
serve as housing for many 
retired or disabled railroad 
workers with room for up 
to 48 men. In its heyday 
the club featured a     
gymnasium, swimming 
pool, bowling lanes, and a 
very active calendar of 
social events. 
Foreshadowing the Black 

Friday that would come in 

January of 1963, the 

Clubhouse was closed 

August 31st 1962. Salvage 

rights were sold to    

Quentin Puent who with 

his son David and Walter 

Dahl disassembled the 

building in May of 1963.        

cont…. 

As we race into the     
second half of Winter, 
know to the optimistic few 
as Spring, I would like to 
look at the developments 
going on in our Historic 
Waterf ront Business    
District (HWBD). 
 
Of course the most      
noticeable development in 
the HWBD is the          
construction of the new 
Castle Danger Brewing 
Faci l i ty.  Hoping to       
c a p i t a l i ze  o n  t h e        
popularity of hand crafted 
micro-brews the owners 
have decided to build their 
brewery in the district add-
ing a truly unique        
b u s i n e s s  t o  t h e           
landscape. Of course the 
presence of brewing  
companies in historic 
downtown Two Harbors is 
not new. At the turn of the 
20th century several 
brewing companies like 
Duluth Brewing and 

Malting (Moose 
Beer), Fitgers, 
P a b t s  a n d  
Blatz, all main-
tained large ice 
houses along 
t h e  f r e i g h t 
tracks that ran   
between 1st and 
South Avenues. 
 
Prior to the con-
struction of the new brew-
ing complex many people 
drove past the vacant lot 
and fondly remember the 
DM&IR Employees Asso-
ciation Clubhouse. The 
building began life in 1897 
as the D&IRR sponsored 
YMCA. This was an effort 
by the railroad to deal with 
the large volume of tran-
sient young men passing 
through Two Harbors   
during the frontier years.    
It was created as part of 
the Welfare and Safety      
Division of the railroad. In 
later years control would 
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The original Harbor Theater sports a coat of ice after being destroyed by fire-1943 

 

 

Throughout the years Two 
Harbors has seen many dance 
halls and theaters come and 
go. We have all heard the fa-
miliar names like the “Finn-
Hop”, the Star and the State 
Theater. Most of us reading 
this will undoubtedly have 
some fond memories of the 
Harbor Theater. My personal 
memories as a young kid was 
sprinting past the cemetery on 
my way home to Segog after 
watching Dark Shadows or 
some other cheap horror flick. 
The Harbor Theater built in 
1941 was closed by a fire that 
devastated the structure in 
1943. It would remain closed 
until 1946 due to the shortage 
of available building materials 
brought on by WWII. Though 
not sure what the first film 
shown will be look for a Grand 
Opening sometime in May. 
Another building in the HWBD 

is the original Scandinavian Co

-Operative Mercantile (1893). 

Long before Whole Foods and 

Farmers Markets the Co-op 

operated as a true member 

owned general store until 1957 

when the name was changed 

to the New Scan. As someone 

“not from here” (my family 
moved here in 1964)  

I often refer to the build-
ing as the Mercantile 
building. Members of the 
LCHS Board of Directors 
look at me and ask “are 
you talking about The 
Scan?”. Having once 
housed J&J Lumber Co. it 
seems fitting that Archi-
tectural Antiques has pur-
chased the building. In 
addition to the antique 
sales there will be some 
studio or office space in 
the second story. 

Last but not least Old 

City Hall (1905)was 

purchased just before it 

would have been for-

feited to the county for 

back taxes. The build-

ing saw a lot of much 

needed work just to 

stabilize the structure 

while the new owner 

develops a plan for the 

buildings future. 



The continuing saga of the Two Harbors 
Light Station 4th Order Fresnel Lens 

 
Let me shed some light on the current status of the  
efforts to see the lens returned to Two Harbors. 
(sorry!) 
 
In March we received a letter from Arlyn Danielson, 
Curator for the U.S. Coast Guard Historical Society 
granting us “Provisional Approval” for the artifact 
loan program. The letter we received has helped us 
to gain some support. We now have members of 
the MN HS, OH HS, and the U.S. Lighthouse Soci-
ety helping us to move this project forward. Cur-
rently the lens is in transport from Vermillion to 
Toledo where it will be stored as the Inland Seas 
Maritime Museum prepares for their grand opening 
April 26th. The new lens display they will be featur-
ing is a 2nd Order lens (like Split Rock’s) freeing 
our lens up to make the trip home. It is important to 
note that we are still working on this and the LCHS 
has not yet signed a legal loan agreement with the 
USCG. 
 
I received an estimate from a U.S. Coast Guard 
approved “Lampist”, Captain Kurt Fosburg for the 
transportation of the lens. Just transportation is 
$4475.00. This does not include our cost to build a 
case or any restoration work the Coast Guard may 
require. Not to mention costs for a Grand Opening 
Celebration of our own. 

P a g e  3  T w o  H a r b o r s  I r o n  P o r t  

A monthly calendar of shows and times from the    
State Theater    October 1933 

Opening Day 2014  
 

Museums will open May 2nd 2014  
and be open Friday, Saturday and Sunday 

until Memorial Weekend, May 24th 
when we open seven days a week. 

 

The admission cost for the museums  
will be:  

$5  
Multi Tickets admission to all four          
museums is $10 and can be used over 
two consecutive days (a savings of $10) 
MEMBERS remember to use your mem-
bership card for free admission any time! 

We have one more part time opening for a 
host at 3M and a tour guide on the tug. 
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Project Updates 
 
Depot Basement Excavation, Waterproof Membrane, and Drain Tile 
I will be making a Pre-Application Request to the MNHS for funding. Pre-Apps are due May 2 2014 with the 
hope to secure funding for the 2015 summer season. 
 
Depot Window Restoration Project 
Old World Windows have come and removed our windows! They will be rebuilding our windows throughout May. 
Even though we haven’t got a dime to our name I think we should just say the hell with it and let them fix the last 
window that needs to be completely rebuilt. I didn’t add this in the grant app as I had to keep the total cost under 
$10,000 for the grant. The second phase of this project is to replace the aluminum storm windows with replicated  
wooden screens and storms. 
 
Crusader II Exhibit and Property 
The Lake County Historical Society Board of Directors has made a formal request to the City of Two Harbors for 
a donation of the .3 acre parcel of land that is currently occupied by the Crusader II Fishing Tug. At a meeting of 
the City of TH Public Works Committee Mayor Bolen made the motion to request the City Council have the City 
Attorney review the option to have the City of TH  give the LCHS Custodial Control over the property. 
 
It is our hope that we may enter into a partnership with the City of TH, the MN DNR, and the LCHS to create a 
ADA compliant paved entrance to our Light Station Museum. 
 
Oral History 
Sharon Erickson Ropes has been racking up some miles collecting Oral History from people around Two      
Harbors. We are still working out some techno-bugs but she is collecting histories from people in both audio and 
video format.  
 
Veterans Kiosk 
With the new computer we are looking to add more people to the Veterans Kiosk. If you or you know someone 
please stop in and get a form. Once you fill that out return it with a photo and we will include you in the Veterans 
Room. All entries are subject to verification by the Lake County Veterans Service Office. AFFERMATIVE!  

Hon. William E. Scott  
Archives and Research Library 

The archives / library is slowly coming to life. Tom Fritz has        

designed a database for us and we have begun entering data. The 

first 50 entries happened last week…only 12,000 or more to go! 

I started sorting through the filing cabinets this winter. Beginning 

with the records for the LCHS business operations, I learned a lot 

about the organization and the struggles over the years. Moving 

into actual history files I made it up to the D’s when I hit the wall. 
You can image how many things start with D&IR and DM&IR. Sub-

dividing these large groups is very time consuming. I bought sev-

eral cases of manila file folders and we already ran out. 
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Friends or Family  

coming for a visit?  

You receive 10% Off all 

stays at the  

Lighthouse  

Bed & Breakfast  

with your  

membership. 

The Lake County Historical Society is a 501c.3 Non Profit Organization  

dependant upon the generosity of it’s Members and Patrons.  
Thank You for your continued support 

Membership  Categories 
 
Individual    $20 _____ 
 
Family     $30 _____ 
 
Business/ Friend   $55 _____ 
 
Sponsor   $100 _____ 
 
Patron   $250 _____ 
 
Lifetime   $600 _____ 
 
Benefactor         $1000 _____ 
 
Your Membership Benefits include:  
Free Passes to the Museums 
10% off gift shop merchandise 
10% off stays at the B&B 
Invites to Open Houses 
Newsletter  

Individual/Senior/Student ($20)                                                                                                                                                          
 
Sande, Peter      Saari, George  McGregor, Carmen Hagen, Mary 
Grudnosky, Audrey Ferguson, Ruth Eide, Marie           Woehrlin, Molly 
Kolberg, Elsie      Kempffer, Nina Johnson, Aileen    Sando, Mel 
Truscott, Beverly      Norlen, Karin  Dahlberg, Emil  LaBelle, Irma 
Hoffman, Deel      Sperling, Robert Gustafson, Gweene 

Benefactor ($1,000 or More)            PATRON  ($250 TO $999) 
 
Lake County                                         NorthShore Mining 
Family of Dr. James Jumer  Sandvik, Kenneth 
3M Corporation 

SPONSORS ($100 TO $249)   
 

Costley Law Firm                    Co-Op Light & Power                     Hanson, John & Luann             

Hostetter, Jerry & Sandie        Two Harbors Credit Union                                 MN Power 

Lake Superior Magazine         American Legion Post #109                          Hoseth, Don 

Larson, Dan & Bobbi        Svee, Ron & Cindy                      Larson, Milton & Sharon     
Maki & Overum, LTD               Medler, Dr. M & Gruver, Dr. C           Holbeck, Phil & Judy  

Murray, Joan & Robert        Johnson, David & Joyce       Congdon, Dale & Joan 

Pearson, Dory & John        Daehn, Dawn & Jeff 

FAMILIES ($30)                               
 
Zinter, Gary & Betty  Saeger, Judith & Tom                   Ronning, Todd           
Jummer, Jim & Margie  Johnson, William & Mary             Gangi, Kim & Sam      
Ranta, Adrian & Donna  Detlefsen, Jolynn & Mike       Erickson, Paul & Irene  
Egger, Gerald & Louise  Ronning, Brad & Luanne  Swanson, Charles & Jean 
Ganser, Gary & Barb  Maki, Jr., Ed & Cindy   Jeronimus, Peter & Mary 
Jones, Brad & Janelle  Johnston, Deborah        King, Maggie 

FRIEND ($55)                                        
 

Burke Consulting, LLC Clark, Gloria & Willard            Events & Marketing Specialists    
Northey, Lyle  Spurbeck, Carol                         Superior Shores Resorts 
West Star Accounting Voyageur Motel                                   The Lake Bank     
Iverson, Dr. Dan & Marie  Falk, David & Kathleen              Ek, Harold & Jean 
Erickson, Timothy & Karen Engman, Elmer                    Ellstad, Rnady                    

Acquisitions 

  The following people have donated to the permanent collection.  
We would like to thank them for their generosity.  

John  Gregor  Keith  Larson    

Margaret Thilmary   Neighbor to Neighbor   

Thank You to Our Supporters 
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In Memoriam: 

For April 2014 newsletter; 
 
$30 – Mom & Dad – Jody Zastera 
$20 – Morgan Hoseth – Mabel Hoseth 
$30 – Carola Russell – Joe and Barbara Russell 
$10 – Pearl Sande – Peter Sande 
$100 – Brandon Olson – Judy and Phil Holbeck 
$257.69  – Class of 1944 
$100.0 – Richard F. Hill – Mark R. and Pamela 
S. Hill 



Place  

Stamp  

here 

 

EXPERIENCE HISTORY 

D I D  Y O U  K N O W ?  

On the 50th Anniversary of the first 

shipment of Iron Ore, Thomas 

Owens reminded those gathered 

for the monument dedication at the 

Soudan Mine that the contractors 

finished the railroad completed 

with only a day to spare to receive 

a $50,000.00 bonus from Mr. 

Charlemagne Tower, Jr.  Mr. Tower 

it was reported “rendered all possi-
ble assistance” so the contractors 
would receive this bonus. 

Lake County Historical Society 

PO Box 128 

Two harbors, MN 55616 

Edna G Commission Report 
It was a cold and windy winter 
for the Edna G. The gangplank 
broke off the dock, one of our 
new fender tires cracked in 
two, and the engine room 
needs to have the rust re-
moved and painted. Other 
than that she made it through 
another year! 

Broken Hinges 

Cracked tire 


