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ThankYou Members!

On behalf of the Lake County Historical Society Board of Directors I would like to
thank all of our members for showing support to the Society. It is truly through the
generosity of your donations that we can continue our mission to preserve and present
the history of Lake County. As 2018 has come to a close, I reflect back on my first 8
months as Society Manager.

2018 brought new programming to the Historical Society. Heritage Days was cele-
brated with a presentation on Whiskey Row July 7th by Todd Lindahl. It drew a crowd
so large in the Depot main gallery that the outside benches had to be pulled inside to
make seating available to the 30+ people in the audience. September 29th the 3M Visit-
ing Wizards preformed a cryogenics demonstration at Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Hall. Frozen marshmallows were eaten by audience members and Jeff and Chuck had a
great time demonstrating the effects of liquid nitrogen on various forms of matter.

The annual membership dinner had a great turnout with over 65 people in attendance
October 9th. Hosted at the American Legion Post #109, dinner was served by members
of the Two Harbors High School Football Team. After dinner, retired DNR Biologist Bill
Berg gave an intriguing presentation highlighting Roosevelt’s ill-fated reintroduction of
woodland caribou and history of caribou populations in the region.

December 14th and 15th the Society celebrated the holidays with an open house at the
Depot Museum and specialty tours of the historic keepers quarters at the lighthouse. A
successful event, we saw over 100 people at the Depot Museum and 25 on the specialty
tour. This was the first time since the mid 1990s that the Bed and Breakfast portion of
the property were open for tours. The Society could not have pulled off the successful
event without our local sponsors: Anderson’s Greenhouse, Arrowhead Transit, and
Louise’s Place. With increased admissions to all historic sites in 2018, the Society will
continue to expand programming throughout the year in 2019 at all 3 historic sites.
Stay connected via our Facebook and Page for upcoming updates!

As we ring in 2019, the Society has a busy year in store. Lake County Historical Society
was awarded a Legacy grant of $75,270 to inventory it’s 3D collections. The project is
funded through the Minnesota Historical and Cultural Heritage Grants Program
through the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund. Funds will go to hire 2 workers and sup-
plies to complete an inventory of the Society’s over 10,000 3D artifacts.

Donations like yours helps the Society to continue to preserve and share the heritage of
Lake County, a mission it has been fulfilling for almost 95 years. Thank you for your

continued support!
Sl o

Ellen Lynch
Society Manager
Lake County Historical Society
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Two Harbors home to First NFL Training Camp

HORIC&‘ ..U.HNEON
ATHLETIC FIELD

08.11.33F Entrance to Horace Johnson Field c. 1930

Ole Haugsrud purchased the Duluth
Kelleys for $1,001 in 1925. The team
had been sponsored since 1923 by the
Kelley Hardware Store in Superior
Wisconsin. He contracted Ernie
Nevers, All-American football star
and St. Louis Browns pitcher. For a
base salary of $15,000 and a 10% cut
in ticket sales, Nevers’ Eskimos was
born.

To get his team into shape, Eskimo
coach Dewey Scanlon designed a 3
week intensive training program.
Hosted in Two Harbors, this would be
the first training camp for the
National Football League. The team
practiced on Horace Johnson Field
above the high school and took rooms
at the Agate Bay Hotel. The group
took its meals at American Legion

Post 109, then located in the hotel’s
basement. According to a front page
article September 9th in the Iron Port
“with one exception, all members of
the squad are tall and rangy, lone
exception is Paul Fitzgibbons who is
short and compactly built..tipping the
scales at 170 pounds.”

Training kicked off in a steady drizzle
the morning of September 7th, 1926.
Ernie Nevers arrived the following
Monday by train. The group stuck to
a highly regimented schedule starting
with a 3 mile run or hike followed by
breakfast at the Legion Hall. All tak-
ing place before 8:30 drills on Horace
Johnson field. An early lunch at
11:00AM was followed by afternoon
drills from 1:30-5PM and after din-
ner, the group would sit down to re-
view play strategies and diagrams.

So went the 3 week training camp in
Two Harbors. During the first Satur-
day the team was in town, a dance
was hosted at Legion Post 109 giving
the players an introduction to local
two harborites on September 10th.

Following the Eskimos only home
game at Wade Stadium in Duluth,
the team launched into an intense
117 day, 17,000 mile road trip play-
ing 29 games: 15 exhibition and 14

regular games. Besides Nevers,
each player agreed to be paid $50
per loss, $60 per tie, and $75 per
win. Since the team pulled in more
money than expected, Haugsrud
compensated each player by paying
$75 per game. The 1927 season saw
little change to the lineup, Nevers
was elevated to coach and the Eski-
mos still called Duluth home. Dur-
ing the 1927 season, the Eskimos
only won one game, prompting
Haugsrud to sell the team back to
the National Football League.

______ ~ ——— - —_— e

00.3699 Ernie Nevers’ Eskimos poster 1926

Toboggan Slide a Hit With Youths

Article in Lake County Chronicle, December 29th 1927

Lined in continuous formation
waiting for a chance to ride down
the new toboggan slide built by the
Duluth and Iron Range Employees
Association, the kiddies and grown-
ups of the city had a wonderful
time during the past week.

The new slide is provide with every
precaution for safety and Peter
Larson has been stationed there to
see that the youngsters keep
within the bounds of safety, but
still there are some who insist on
throwing snowballs and other sort

of sport which may endanger the
coasters.

The distance of 3 city blocks is made
down the slide in just 20 seconds
according to Leland Clapper, who
figures this makes a speed of
approximately 80 miles per hour
and to throw a snowball at someone
going at that rate of speed is
positively dangerous says Mayor
Brickley. Mr. Larson has been
instructed to take any persons into
custody who violates any of the
rules of safety and has orders to bar

the slide who doesn't obey his orders.

The association has built the slide for
the enjoyment of the public and
Mayor Brickley insists that no one,
by means of foolish pranks, will be
permitted to jeopardize the safety of
another. Mr. Larson has 2 youths in
custody Friday and would have taken
them to lockup had it not been that
they promised faithfully never to
violate any rule of safety at the slid
in the future.
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Thank You to Our Supporters

Benefactors

Lake County

Aleff, Nancy

Anderson, Jim

Family of Dr. James Jumer
Wogstad-Hansen, James J.
Johansson, Karl

Johnson, Lee C.

Deglmann, Ludwig Alexander
Schubert, Chris J.
Schubert, David A.

Zinter, Gary
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Hostetter, Jerry and Sandy
Johnson, Emmert

Larson, Daniel and Babette
Sandvik, Ken A.
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Congdon, Dale and Joan
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Association

Costley and Morris PC
Cumpston, Larry and Lisa
Duluth Regional Care Center-DRCC
Ek, Harold and Jean

Erickson, Paul and Irene

92.33.01: Toboggan slide at South Avenue in Two Harbors
MN between 1937-40

Sponsors (Cont.)
Falk, David and Kathy
Gangi, Sam and Kim
Gruver, Cal and Medler, Meredith
Harbor Insurance
Hansen, John and Luann
Hanson, Roy T. and Joette
Johnson, David and Joyce
Jost, Tim and Pam
Larson, Milt and Sharon
Maloney, Rachelle and Patrick
Niemi, Jennifer
NorthShore Appliance Repair
Overom, Steven
Pearson, John and Doranne
Rossetter, David and Jo-Ann
Sando, Vince and Mary Lou
Svee, Ron and Cindy
Holbeck, Phil and Judy
Hoseth, Don
The Lake Bank
Two Harbors Federal Credit Union
Friend
Bjorum, Bob
Ganser, Gary and Barbara
Force, John and Barb
Hastings, Ann and Gary
Hopper, Nancy
Jeronimus, Pete and Mary
Lake County Developmental
Achievement Center
Lorntson, Art and Therese
MNHS

Split Rock Lighthouse
Maki, Edward Jr. and Cindy
McMahon, Steve
Norlen, Karin
North Shore Visitor
Northey, Lyle and Trish
Ranta, Adrian and Donna
Snyder, Curtis and Paula
Spurbeck, Carol
Wagon Wheel Campsite

Beardsley, Len and Judy
Williams, Amy
Wisch, Marlys
Zasstera, Ann

Family

Abbas, Jim

Akllandy, Larry

Barrera, Casey

Besta, Terry

Bjorum, Richard and Patricia

Family (cont.)

Blommel, Bruce

Brakke, Kathy

Brannm, Mark

Chupp, Joe

Clark, Ricky and Brenda
Crawford, Marvin and Sandy
Clyde, Marshall

Daehn, Jeffrey and Dawn
Dahlberg, Emil (Mic) and Mary Jo
Darling, Linda

Denison, Andrew

Detlefsen, Jolynn and Michael
Drewicke, Renee

Erickson, Mary and Chad
Erickson, John and Ruth
Forester, Glenda

Ferris, Donna

Gapinski, Karen

Gebes, Darren and Karen
Getten, Brien, Shelley, Devin &
Brighia

Glandorf, Daniel

Glassmana, Dona

Glyer, Kaylene

Gregory, Deb and Dan
Hammon, Jan

Hartley, Phil

Hovelsrud, Duane
Thueneman, Ted

Jahn, Eric

Jansen, Carrie and Jeremy
Jirsa-Smith, Amy

Johnson, Kris

Johnson, William B. and Mary E.
Jumer, Jim and Margie
Harley, Tom

Hart, Thomas and Kathleen
Hamilton, Barbara and Gary
Hovelsrud, Duane

Kempin, Jeremy

King, Valerie

Lane, Sula and Doug

Lenberg, Derek

Leon, Kay and Jose

Linn, Michael

Litke, Michelle

Lund, Elizabeth and Sandor
Lynch, Frank and Janet
Maloney, Greg

McCarthy, Colin

Melia, Kathy

Menuey, Donald and Ebens, Christine
Moen, Morris

Monroe, James and Amy
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Family (Cont)

Nelson, Stan and Judy
Netzer, Shawn

Newberry, Cathy

Newcomb, Geri

Pauli, Rose

Perry, Nathan

Rognlien, Tom

Rueckert, Joey

Sackreiter, Kit and Jan
Saeger, Judy and Tom
Sellman, John and Judy
Schmitz, Kristen

Scriven, Hayes and Jenny
Solberg, Sheryl

Stone, Dan and Heather
Swanson, Jean

Thursdale, Jill

Tokarczyk, Richard and Judy
Truscott, Beverly and Charles
Wermter, Lyn

Willis, Tim

Widen, Jim and Julia
Wanderi, Brent

Wondra, Michael and Claudia
Young, Deborah

Youngs, Ellen

Individual/Senior
Anderson, Gloria
Anderson, Melanie
Aho, Deb

Battaglia, Jean
Benvie, Cheril
Buehler, Ken
Church, Joanne
Cobbs, Katelyn
Daughters of Liberty
Furo, Larry
Grudnoskey, Audrey
Holmgren, Janet
Johnson, Lenore
Kolberg, Elsie

Koss, Florence
Leper,

Lillegaard, Margaret
Lutz, Kevin
Munson, Shirley
Newcomb, Geri
Norlien, Becky

Individual/Senior (Cont.)
Peterson, Karen

Reinart, Barb

Rothberg, Jan

Scholz, Jack

Smith, Anne

Smith, Karin

Svee, Kathleen

Swanson, MeLisa

Zastera, Jody

Memorials

John and Dory Pearson
for Joan Congdon, Floyd “Babe”
Kempffer, Oden Alreck and Jon
Anderson
JoLynn and Mike Detlefsen
for Deel Hoffman and Patricia
Kane
Jody Zastera
for Joe and Ann Zastera
Elsie Kolberg
for Deel Hoffman
Nancy Aleff
for Deel Hoffman and John
Anderson
Ricky and Brenda J. Clark
for Jasper L. and Freda Clark
Ricky and Brenda J. Clark
for Norman H. and Zelpha
Thorson
Lee C. Johnson
For E. Walfred and June
Johnson

Memorials (Cont.)
Deborah Young
for Deel Hoffman
Michelle Litke for E. Walfred and
June Johnson
Gordy and Bonnie Anderson
for Deel Hoffman
Kathy, Melia for Elaine Melby-Moen
David and Kathy Falk
for Ellen Saine

Donations

Bailey, Marjorie

Carlson, William and Charlotte
Daehn, Jeffrey and Dawn
Denison, Andrew

Ray, Jodi

Acquisitions

Tammy Fitzpatrick

&&=
TWO HARBORS
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Olson, Don

: | would like to take a moment to recognize the outgoing board
Pitek, Sandor

members of 2018: Mitch Costley, Harold Ek, and Ronald Svee.
Costley and Ek have served the Lake County Historical Society

for over 10 years and Svee has served LCHS for 8 years. They
have contributed many hours to preserving the history of Lake
County.
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Collection Connection

attend Superior Normal School. travel with an entourage, each
member took on a responsibility.
Stein was in charge of ensuring the
team equipment and uniforms got
to each game.

He began his professional career
with the Duluth-Kelleys in 1923.
The team was relatively successful,
but due to the short playing season

only competed in 16 games from In 1928 he played with Ernie

1923-1926. When Ole Haugsrud Nevers in the Chicago Cardinals

purchased the franchise, he turned franchise. Retiring from profes-

the team into a traveling one, sional football in 1929 he returned
00.3575A: 1917 championship football team on Horace lengthenlng the season to 16 to Two Harbors and ran the club-
Johnson Field. Stein is holding the game ball. - .

games. room at American Legion Post 109.

He also worked as a salesman for
Bill Stein played in 38 league Superior’s Saratoga Liquor Store.
games in the National football
League for 7 seasons. Before Stein
played football on the national
stage, he was an athlete at Two
Harbors High School. Playing both
basketball and football, he was an
all-around athlete. The 1917 Agate

yearbook states his nickname was of Pro Foothall Hall of Fame. Stein X from left.
“Rocky Mountain Bill”..gives you a
truer impression of his action on
the football field than would an
actual glimpse at his stature. He
scarcely ever tried a line buck
without making his yards.” Stein
was on the 1917 championship Two

From 1926 to 1927 he played with
Nevers’ Eskimos as a guard, cen-
ter, halfback, and tackle. Paid $90
per game, his salary was slightly

- SEEWN

Harbors ngh School team and hlgher than the standard rate of Above Left: Bill Stein football picture Two Harbors
. 3 Agate, 1917; Above Right: close up of 00.3699 Ernie
graduated in 1918. He went on to $75 per game. As the team did not Nevers' Eskimos poster 1926

Thank you to our Depot Open House
and Lighthouse holiday tour sponsors: @
derson’s LOUISE’S PLACE

Gireenhouse & Florist

#ZRAARROWHEAD
@ TRANSIT

Your ride.

The Depot is open every Saturday
from 11 to 4 pm. All other sites are
open for group tours by special
arrangement. Reservations must be ® |
made at least 1 week in advance. 00.705- Lederte famity and lighthose c. 1892 00.3215 Iighthouse and barn c. 1893




LAKE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
AND
LIGHTHOUSE BED AND BREAKFAST

Phone: 218-834-4898
E-mail: lakehist@lakeconnections.net
Follow us on Facebook!

The mission of Lake County Historical Society is to preserve the history of
Lake County, Minnesota through the study and interpretation of artifacts,
documents, and photographs that tell the story of our past and present

culture.
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